There is a field of surgery and pathology, a sort of debatable ground between that occupied by the physician and the dentist, which is open to further research and which will amply repay the labor of investigation. If with any propriety dentistry is classed as a branch of the healing art?whether practiced as a distinct profession or as a specialty of medicine matters not; the difference is that of name merely?its intelligent pursuit has a basis in common with medicine. A competency to treat intelligently any part of the animal economy presupposes a knowledge of the anatomical structure of the part, the relations to surrounding parts, the nervous, arterial and venous connections, the recognition of pathological conditions, and
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There is a field of surgery and pathology, a sort of debatable ground between that occupied by the physician and the dentist, which is open to further research and which will amply repay the labor of investigation. If with any propriety dentistry is classed as a branch of the healing art?whether practiced as a distinct profession or as a specialty of medicine matters not; the difference is that of name merely?its intelligent pursuit has a basis in common with medicine. A competency to treat intelligently any part of the animal economy presupposes a knowledge of the anatomical structure of the part, the relations to surrounding parts, the nervous, arterial and venous connections, the recognition of pathological conditions, and the philosophy of therapeutics. If pathology means perverted nutrition, and if dental lesions are expressions of such perversions, the consideration of their cause and treatment, whether local or constitutional, expresses the medical aspect of the practice.
The physician, the surgeon, the dentist, have necessarily many practical duties in common; a healthy interchange of thought, therefore, would result in profit and instruction alike to all, besides acting as a stimulus for greater and more painstaking scientific inquiry. It is acknowledged on all hands that it is utterly impossible for any one man to master all the details of medical and surgical practice. Few minds can even approach that universality of genius which characterized Hippocrates and John Hunter; hence specialism is the inevitable outcome of the extension of medical art and science. The labors of the rhinologist and the surgeon-dentist often bring them on to a common ground?the region of the antrum of Highmore.
The two senses of hearing and seeing being by far the most frequently injured by the reflex neurosis starting from the teeth, the aurist and ophthalmologist must unite with the dental surgeon and he with them, in the advancement of their respective sciences; sciences that have much in common. The recognition of overlapping fields and interlocking realms of study by the neurologist and the dentist will result -in the relief of immeasurable suffering, because it is known that the teeth and their pathological states sustain intimate relations with all portions of the body.
The simple lesson emphasized in this paper is one that is hardly recognized at its true value by the general practitioner or the dentist: it is, (i), that a pain in a tooth by no means indicates that the tooth is the source of the trouble; it may be in another tooth, or in other tissues, near or remote; (2) , dental disorders may induce pathological conditions in other parts of the body or in the nervous structures themselves without the existence of any subjective intimations of pain in the teeth on the part of the patient. In In but few of the standard works on nervous diseases is the eruption of the teeth ever associated with the appearance of choreic movements. Eulenberg, "on several occasions found the disease, when due to dental disorders, disappear after the extraction of the carious tooth and again make its appearance" in fresh troubles of teeth.
The occurrence of insanity as a result of the pain and irritation caused by the eruption of the teeth was first noticed by Esquirol. Dr. Maudsley in commenting upon the relation of morbid bodily states to disordered mental functions says : "I have under observation now a lady who suffered from an intense neuralgia of the left half of the face; after the removal of a tooth suspected to be at the root of the mischief the pain ceased, but an attack of melancholia immediately followed." Mr. D. Corbett relates a case of insanity from overcrowding of the teeth, a girl of thirteen years who would "run about the room biting at chairs, tables and door-handles. In the street she would run off from her attendants and attempt to bite the lampposts." The biting propensity completely disappeared on the removal of two teeth. Dr. Tyler relates a case of mania from carious teeth, in which a young lady had several decayed teeth removed, remaining "under the influence of ether which was given at the operation for twentyfour hours; after that she was cured of her mania." Dr.
Pepper relates an interesting case of insanity caused by the irritation of carious teeth, on whose removal the patient was ?ured. The trouble again returned after three weeks, when a portion of the inferior dental nerve (about half an inch) was removed and the patient was permanently cured.
